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Proteſtant-Diſſenters 


Refiding at, and neat 


RINGW 00 D. 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 

Is the Prepoſſeſſions of Mor- 
tals are very influential up- 
£ I. on their Minds and Conduct, 
I am willing (if poſſible) to engage 
you to an impartial Peruſal of the 
following Diſcourſe, by aſſuring you, 
that it is not built upon Party-Princi- 
A ples, 
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The DEDICATION. 


ples, or deſigned to blow up the Coals 


of Contention' into a Flame, but ra- 
ther to entinguiſh them. - - - - This 
important End, we have been profeſ- 


ſedly aiming at for Years paſt, but as 


yet, alas! in vain; and when the uni- 
ting Day will arrive, God only knows. 
"Tis our Duty, however, to be found 


in the Uſe of Means, for we know not 


what Inſtrument the God of Love 
and Peace may own and bleſs in his 


pacific Attempts. But whatſoever Plans 


may be invented and purſued, one are 
(as I conceive) likely to prove ſucceſs- 


ful, till nutual Affection prevails over 


Prejudice and Averſion. That Scheme 


ſeems moſt promiſing, which, without 


irritating Mens Paſſions againſt each 
other, refers every Man, rather to his 
own Irregularities than his Neighbours ; 


directs him to abſtain from his own 


Iniquity, and to try his Intereſt with 
the God of Peace, for public Good, by 


ſecret and fervent Prayer; - and is «ak 
culated. to deſtroy a narrow ſpirited 
and 
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The DEDICATION. 
and ſelfiſh Behaviour, to produce alſo 
Enlargement of Soul, and true Catho- 


liciſm: In a Word, that Scheme which 


tends moſt to incline Mens Hearts to 
God and one another, is the Scheme 
moſt worthy of your Embraces. Now, 
this is the Spirit which breathes thro' 
the following Sermon; this is it's go- 


verning Aim. Here youll find no 


bitter Ihvectives againſt particular Per- 
ſons, yet ſinful Actions are not ſpared; 


all Blame and Cenſure however, is 
diſperſed in a general Manner, and 


I wiſh the Spirit of God may teach 
People of both Sides of the Queſtion, 


to apply it to their own Souls, ſo far as 


it is juſt, - - Having the Teſtimony 
of my Conſcience, as to the Upright- 
neſs of my Intentions, I recommend 


the following Pages to your careful 


Perufal, in your moſt calm and ſerious 
Moments, entreating that each of you, 
into whoſe Hands they may come, 
would earneſtly pray, before and after 
* for the — of God upon 


this 
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this healing Attempt. To conclude; 
That the God of Love and Peace may 


ble you, with Harmony and —_— 
is the 'Defr and Prayer of, 


GENTLEMEN; 
Your fincere Friend, 


1 an Humble Ser uantz 
Nov. 24, 1748. 
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That Part of the Word of God, * at 
the Defire of the deceaſed, now calls for 
your ſerious Attention, may be found in 


2 Co R. xiii. 1 1, and runs thus; 


Finally, Brethren farewel ; „ be ber fact, 


be of good Comfort, be of one Mind, 
live in Peace; and the God of Love 
and Peace ſhall be with you. 


HE ſeveral Organs of Mens Bodies, 
the Endowments of their Minds, to- 
gether with their common Depen- 
dance, not only on God, but one 

another, plainly declare, that the great Author 

of their Being, deſigned them to act as ſociable 

Creatures: And as the Fruit of the Intentions, 

and Diſpoſals of Providence, Mankind, in ge- 


neral, proceed upon this Principle, VIZ, that 


two are better than one, or that a focial, 1s 
preferable to a ſolitary Life ; hence human 
Creatures are branched out into natural, civil, 
and religious Communities. By a natural So- 
ciety, I mean a private Family, wheiher large 
or ſmall, or Perſons allied to each other by 
Blood ; ſuch as Parents and Ci ildren. By a 
civil Society, is commonly intended, a Collec- 


tion of Men (whoſe Concern and Intereſt in 
B ſecular 


2 A Plea for Peace, and Truth. 


ſecular Affairs being common) are united and 
incorporated under proper Bonds and Engage- 


ments, for mutual Proſperity and Safety. From 
the two preceding Communities, or, from 
Perſons ſtanding in the foregoin g Relation, 
there happily ſprings a third, iz. a religious 
Society, which is a Collection of reaſonable 
Creatures, aſſembled by mutual Conſent, from 
a Senſe of Duty and Obligation, to pay their 


joint Acknowledgements to their common Be- 


nefactor, to learn his Will in order to prac- 
tiſe and ſubmit to it; to implore alſo the ſeve- 
ral Bleſſings they want, either for Time or 
Eternity. Bodies of this Sort have been form- 
ed, amongſt Heathens and Turks, Jews and 
Chriſtians ; but our Apoſtle directed this E- 
piſtle to a Society of Chriſtians, profeſſing 


| Church-Order and Fellowſhip ; amongſt whom 


however, very unhappy Differences had ſprung 
up *, which He had endeavoured to compro- 
miſe in his Firſt Epiſtle; but thoſe Attempts 


having proved ineffectual, he diſpatched a ſe- 


cond Letter (ſo much was his Heart fixed on 
their Tranquillity) on the ſame Errand, to a- 


pologize for ſome Parts of his firſt, and to preſs 


more earneſtly and fully, ſome Points which 
had been but ſparingly treated of before, to 
aſſure them alſo, that if He made them another 
Viſit in Perſon, He would not ſpare their Ir- 
regularities; for by the Way, the Apoſtle was 
as zealous for Purity of Converſation, as for 


Purity of Doctrine, but He choſe to 40r:7e 


thus 
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thus freely, to prevent thereby, if poſlible, any 
Thing which might look like Severity, when 
He made his perſonal Appearance amongſt 
them. Having thus endeavoured to ſecure 
their Eſteem for himſelf, and thereby a more 
attentive Regard to his Letters, by ſoften- 
ing ſome of the more harſh and keen Parts 
of his firſt, He takes his Leave of them for 
that Time with the Words of our Text, 
ſaying, finally, Brethren, farewel ; be perfect, 
be of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in 
Peace; and the God of Love and Peace ſhall 
be with you, —— Where you find, 


I. An Apoſtolic Salutation, viz. finally Bre- 
thren farewel. | 


II. A very ſeaſonable Exhortation, via. be 
perfect, be of good Comfort, &c. 


III. An encouraging Promiſe, viz. the God 
of Love and Peace ſhall be with you, 


As the ſeveral Heads of Diſcourſe now laid 
down, will be reſumed, let us briefly con- 
ſider, | 


I. 1/, The Apoſtolic Salutation ; finally Bre- 
thren farewel; in which you will eaſily ob- 
ſerve, - 
1/t, The endearing Title he beſtowed pon 
them, together with, 


B 2 adh, 
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2dly, The generous Concern he had for them, 
*> You have then in the Salutation, 


1h, The engaging Title he conferred pon 
them ; Brethren, There is in Reality, a firm 
Alliance and Relation, between all the Parties 


.of the Church ; VIS. betas Chriſt and Be- 


hevers, between one Believer alſo and another ; 
there is, I ſay, an intimate Alliance between 
Chr1i/t and Believers, for we are told * that 
both He that ſanfifieth, and they who are ſanc- 
riſied, are all of one; for which Cauſe He 16 
not oſhamed to call them Brethren, ſaying, 1 
will declare thy Name unto my Brethren, nor 
are you leit at a Loſs, to account for this Re- 
lation, between Chriſt the Mediator, and his 
People, becauſe it is preſently added, © foraſ- 
much then as Children are Partakers of Fleſh 
and Blood, He alſo himſelf likewiſe took Part 
of the ſame : And as He is not aſhamed of 
theſe his Relatives in Heaven, ſo neither did 
he diſown the Relation upon Earth, for upon 


his Reſurrection, he ſays, go fell my Brethren 


that they go into Galliee ©, and becauſe they 
are Brethren, Believers are Heirs of God, and 
Joint-Heirs with Chriſt. © And as Chriſt 15 
related to all Believers, ſo all Believers ſtand in 
a near Relation to one another ; for our Lord 
addreſſing himſelf to his Diſciples ſays, * a/l ye 
are Brethren; a public Character or Office in 
the Church makes no Ditterence, for regene- 
rate 


b' Heb. ii. 11, 12. e Ver. 14. d Matth. xxviii. 10. 


& Nom. viii. 17. Malt. xxiii. 8. 
54 * 5 * 


% 
5 
Wit 
A 
* 
*% 
is 
8 
8 
A 
* 


A Plea for Peace, and Truth. 5 


rate Souls, whether in a public or private Ca- 
pacity, have all the ſame heavenly F ather 8, 
are all begotten by the ſame incorruptible Seed 
of the Word h, all nouriſh'd by the ſame Food, 
viz. Chriſt, whoſe Fleſh is Meat indeed, and 
whoſe Blood is Drink indeed *, and are all (by 
Virtue of Chriſt their Surety) entitled to the 


ſame Inheritance *, and may expect reſembling 


Corrections l. 
This Relation between Chriſt and Believers 


will be acknowledged at the laſt Day, in the 


Preſence of God, Angels, and Men; for we 
are informed the King will then ſay to the 
Righteous, 7naſmuch as ye have done it, i. e. 
ſhewn Kindneſs, unto one of the leaſt of theſe 
my Brethren, ye have done it unto me ®, This 
is a deſirable Acknowledgement indeed! and 
affords Matter for thankful Admiration. 

And ſuch a Meaſure of Faith and Love was 


given the Apoſtles, that in public Addreſſes, 


as well as private Conference, they commonly 


faluted their believing Fellow-Travellers, with 


the Title of Brethren. 


We come now to conſider, 
2dly, The Apoſtles generous Concern for his 
Corinthian Brethren, as expreſt, by the Word, 


Farewel; 'tis as if he ſaid, © Tho” abſent in 
© Body, I am preſent in Mind, and earneſtly 
e defirous of your Welfare and Proſperity, 


© and therefore agreeable to my Heart's Deſire, 
r my 
5 2 The/. ii, 16. h 1 Pot. i. 23 1 John vi. 58. 


+ Epheſ. i. 14. 1 P/aln Ixxxix. 32. Amos iii. 2.  Matgh, 
XXV. 40. | 
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fecb. The Perfection here intended, may 
ſibly relate to their Perfection as a Church, 
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«© my frequent and fervent Prayer to God for 
** you, is, that you may be ſaved from all pre- 
A judicial Changes and Trials here, and from 
ee the Miſeries of an eternal Hell hereafter.” 
So much for the Salutation; which paves the 
Way to 


II. The ſeaſonnble Exhortation contained in 
our Text; which, the Apoſtle has branch'd 
out, into four Particulars, preſſing the Corin- 
thians firſt to Perfection, then to Reſolution, 
next to Union, and he cloſes the Charge with 


Peace. 


1. He exhorts them to Perfedtion, be per- 
poſ- 


rather than to the Perfection of every particu- 
lar Perſon's Graces, and may refer to the in- 
ceſtuous Perſon, whom, having teſtified his 
Repentance, the Apoſtle adviſes them to re- 
admit, to their Communion and Fellowſhip as 
a Church. This Interpretation ſeems the more 
__ becauſe the original Word, (ulag- 
ligedt) ; as the Learned remark, has a Refe- 
rence to = i ſetting a broken Bone, or reſtor- 
ing a Bone out of Joint to it's proper Place n. 


And according to this Conſtruction, 'tis as if 
He had faid, © Brethren, let none of your 
« Fellow- 


a See Poo! s Aunblat. in Loc. 4a.7]4p]1C luæata Membra 
in ſuum Locum reflituere. Vid. Leigh's Crit. Sacr, In Gal. vi. 
I, Jou have the ſame Verb, on awhich Place a clebrated Critick has 
theſe Words, Nitimini eum gquaſi Membrum Lapſu ſuo luratum, & 
& Compage Corporis ſejunctum, ſus Loco reponere, & adaptanie 
rur/um compingere. Vid. Poli Syn. in Lec. 
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© Fellow-Members remain baniſh'd from their 
© uſual Places, and Offices in the Church, but 
© endeavour by ſoft and engaging Methods to 


e melt the hardened, and reclaim the Wan- 


« derer; do your utmoſt, to comfort them 
« that are of a ſorrowful Spirit, and to 
«© ſtrengthen the Things that remain which 
« are ready to die; with chearful Hearts, and 
* open Arms, receive and embrace the re- 
ce turning Penitent, whoſe Backſlidings God 
* has mercifully healed,” We ſhall advance 
now, to the next Branch of Exhortation, 
which has a Reſpect, 

2dly, To Reſolution; be of good Comfort, 
1. e. tho' your inteſtine Diviſions are in them- 
ſelves perplexing, and very grievous to be 
borne, and tho' Contempt, Oppolition, and 
Perſecution from Abroad, are very threatning, 
diſcouraging, and formidable; yet bear theſe 
Croſſes with Courage, and Conitancy, endure 


* 


theſe Hardſhips like good, bold, heroic, and 


reſolute Soldiers of Chriſt Jeſus : Don't faint 
under your preſent, or expected Burdens, but 
bear up under all the Reproaches you meet 
with for Chriſt Sake, with Joy and Magnani- 
mity. For Reproach of this Sort, is your di- 
ftinguiſhing Glory. All are not like you, dig- 
nified with ſuffering for Chriſt, tho' adorn'd 
with Faith, But unto you it is given, in the 
Behalf of Chrif, not only to believe on him, but 
alſo to ſuffer for his Sake 9, Nor ſhould you 
be terrized or diſheartened, in Proſpect of ſuch 
Suffering, 


o Philiþ. i. ag. 
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Suffering, for the Bleſſing of God commonly 
goes along with it; for it's written, Bleſſed are 
they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake : 


For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven; and a- 


gain, Bleſſed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, 
and perſecute you, and fhall ſay all Manner of 
Evil againſt you falſely for my Sake. Rejoyce, and 


be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward in 


Heaven ?. But the Apoſtle further exhorts his 


Corinthian Brethren, 

3dly, To Union; be of one Mind, q. d. 
* Labour to harmonize in Judgment as to all 
s important and intereſting Points, in all the 
« weightier Matters of the Law or Goſpel. 
& I cannot indeed preſs you, to Agreement in 
Thought, as to every Punctilio; ſince, a- 
« mong Mortals of different Complections 
* and Capacities, and whoſe Educations, Op- 
<« portunities, and Privileges, have been dif- 
<*-ferent.; a Diverlity in Sentiment is almoſt 
« neceſſary.“ This ſeems to be the Apoſtle's 
Meaning in his Exhortation to Union, for 
he allows of, or bears with, Difference in 
Opinion, as to Things in themſelves indif- 
ferent, ſuch as Meats and Day , enjoining 
them however, to guard againſt a wavering 
and cenſorious Spirit, ſaying, Let every Man 
be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, and let 
us not judge one another . We come now 
to the laſt Part of the Exhortation, in which 
the Apoſtle prompts them. 


4thly, 


p Matth. v. 10, 11, 12. 4 Rom. xiv. 2, 5. * Rom xiv. 5, 13. 
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4thly, To Peace; live in Peace. Altho' 
the Exhortation to nion juſt diſpatched may 


at firſt Sight appear to ſignify the ſame with 
what is now under Conſideration ; yet perhaps 


there is as much Difference between the two 
Pieces of Advice, as there is between the 
Principle, from whence an Action flows, and 
the Adlion 1tfelf ; Peradventure then, by One- 
neſs of Mind, the Apoſtle intends the Princi- 

of Converſation. And by Peace, the Con- 
verſation itſelf, © Labour then, as if He 
«© had ſaid, after a peaceable Behaviour as well 
« as Agreement in Sentiment, let not your 
Lives be ſpotted with any Thing, that's for- 
* bidding, or moroſe ; let Courteſy, Affabi- 
* lity, Meekneſs, and Forbearance, beautify 
% and adorn your Profeſſion ; let all Men 
* know that you are true Diſciples of Chriſt, 
© by your Love one to another . Tis not 
a difficult Taſk to enlarge, when Love and 
Peace is the Theme; but as ſome have, per- 
haps, offered to much in it's Favour, I ſhall 


ſay the %%; the Poet may launch forth in 


Tropes and Figures, and indulge a Luxuriancy 
of Fancy, while ſounding it's Praiſes; the Lao- 
dicean too may bring Incenſe to it's Altars; 
but it will be our Buſineſs to try it's real Va- 
lue, and ſettle the Homage due to it, by the 
Standard of Revelation, and Reaſon. 1 thould 
not, I apprehend, be faithful, either to God or 
you, if I did not obſerve in Reference to Peace, 
C I/, That 


ſ Fohn xiii. 35. 
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10 A Plea for Peace, and Truth, 

1/7, That it ought to be genuine, by Way 
of Oppoſition to it's various Counterfeits ; the 
Thing and the Name, ſhould go together ; ; we 
ought not to embrace the Shadow, inſtead of 
the Subſtance; which mult be the Caſe, when- 
ever Stoical Stupidity, meer Formality, cold In- 
differency, or deſigning Hypocriſy, is dignified 


with the Title of Peace, or a peaceable Con- 


verſation. You may alſo obſerve, 

2dly, That a pacific Courſe is not to be taken 
up implicitly, or at all Adventures *, contrary 
to the Voice of Conſcience, the Rules of Pri- 


dence, or the Mord of God; but whenever 


theſe three Witneſſes concur in their Evidence, 
and prove it is your Duty to dwell in the Habi- 
tations of Peace, immediately retire from the 
Field, exchange the cruel Sword, for the peace- 
ful Olive-Branch ; ; reſolving, If it be poſſible, 
and as much as lieth in you, to live peaceably 
with all Men. But once more, and, 

zaly, Peace is not to be purchaſed at the Ex- 
pence of Truth; for as Gold may be bought 


too dear, ſo may Peace. We are commanded 


to love the Truth, and Peace. We are to 
love both, but the Prophet gives Truth the Pre- 
ference; Truth and Peace, God has here 
Joined together, and really, each of them has 
new Charms, additional Beauties when found 
in Company with the other; but whenever 
Men dare to ſeparate this amiable Couple, Peace 

muſt 


t See the Motto in the Title Page. * Rom. xii. 18. 
* Zech. viii. 19. 


by hs 8 


ka N 
4 wg 
Z 
1% 
5 
: 4 
5 
. 
2 
J 
Y ud =. 
0 
N 
* 05 
3 
3 1488 
1 
8 


A Plea for Peace, and Truth. 11 
muſt fall a Sacrifice to, or a Ranſom for Truth. 
God, the only Lord, and et Guide of Con- 
ſcience, having thus determined; ſaying, ? Buy 
the Truth, and ſell it nof, Here we are ex- 
horted, as one obſerves *, to prefer nothing to 
Truth; for that which is ſold, is uſually 4% 
valued, than the Price it's fold for; but Truth 
is not to be ſold, becauſe nothing /hould be 
eſteemed equal to it's Purchaſe or Worth. A 
trimming and temporizing Behaviour, when 
Truth lies at Stake, is hardly reconcileable, 
with an Imitation of the Apoſtle Paul's Ex- 


ample, for his Word was not Yea and Nay *; 
no, his Doctrine was of a Piece, his Preach- 


ing was not This and That * : Nor does it cor- 
reſpond, with the Exhortation to contend ear- 
neſtly, for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints * How ſtrong, and emphatical is the 
Expreſſion in the Original! It is a Metapho- 
rical Term (as the Learned know) borrowed 
from Wreſtlers, or Perſons contending with 
the Agonies of Death. Does then the Wreſt- 
ler exert himſelf to the utmoſt in his Exerciſes, 
or the dying Perſon ſtruggle for Life? the /zke 
Fervour the Apoſtle recommends, in contend- 
ing for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
Nor is an anſwerable Practice utterly inconſi- 


E ſtent 


Prov. xxiii. 23. 2 Mr Pool. See Synop. Crit. 
2 Corinth, i. 18. b Apoſtolus Negat ſe e ρενεtt A pi, 
lewitate uſum, & addit Sermonem ſuum non fuiſſe vai nid. Vid. 
Grot. de Jur. Bell. &c. Lib. ii. Cap. 13. F. 21. e Jude 3. 
2T4Y will coat TH E, eft eam bene tueri, non ſinere ſibi eripi. 
Pol. Syn, | | 
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ſtent with ſpeaking the Truth in Love. Thus, 
I apprehend, tis pretty plain, we are not thro' 
Treachery or Cowardice, for the Sake of ima- 
ginary Peace, to betray the Truth as it is in 


Jeſus ; eſpecially if we cloſe this Head = | 


our Saviour's Declaration, Yhoſoever fhall be 
aſhamed of me; or my Words, in this adulterous 
and ſinful Generation ; of him a lo ſhall the Son 


of Man be aſhamed, 1 he cometh in the 


Glory of his . with the Holy Angels. 


Once more, 


4thly, Peace i is not to be purchaſed at the 


Expence of Edification; the Improvement of 
immortal Creatures in the divine Life, was 


one of the many Ends Chriſt had in view, in 


entring on his publick Miniſtry, and this ho 
eſteemed ſo very important, that in Order to 


compals it, he oppoſed the Corruptions of the 


World in general, but eſpecially the falſe and 
injurious Gloſſes of the Jewiſh Doctors. The 
Apoſtles too travelled in the Path, which their 
Lord had marked out by his own Example, 
diſturbing the dangerous Tranquility of Jeus 
and Gentiles; and at length became ſuch no- 
torious Incendiaries, that when Paul and Silas 
arrived at Theſſalonica, the popular Cry was, 
theſe that have turned the World upſide down, 


arg come hither alſo ', Yet PAUL was no 


Friend to Sedition, but was ajming at their Edi- 
fication ; being ſent, 70 ofen their Eyes, and to 


turn them * Darkneſs to "_-; and from 


the 
1 Epbeſ. iv. 15. © Mark viii. 38. f As xvii. 6. 
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the Power of Satan, unto God; that they 
might receive the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an 
Inheritance among them which are ſan#tified 
by Faith that is in Chriſt *, And as edify- 
ing Views and Attempts were ungratefully 
branded in the Apoſtolic Age, and through the 
Depravity of Man, often produced Diſcord ; 


ſo likewiſe the fame has been the Caſe in later 


Ages. What a dreadful Noiſe and Buſtle was 


there among the German Princes, when Lu- 


ther and others (the Benefits of whoſe Zeal we 
now enjoy) lamenting the Loſs, or Poverty of 
real Religion, and the Diſadvantages Multi- 
tudes laboured under, ventured to af/ault and 
undermine the pacific Edifice, which the Ig- 


norance, Superſtition, and Impoſitions of Rome, 


had erected; and though the Proteſtants (edified 
by them) acknowledge their Obligations to 
them, and bleſs God for them, yet Papiſts 
cenſure, and curſe them, for diſturbing their 
Repoſe : But Thanks be to God, the Re- 
formers were Proof againſt Anathema's and 
Flatteries, having a warm Defire to ſave fome, 
and if it might be, many Brands from the 
Burning. The next Point which comes un- 
der Conſideration, is, 

III. The encouraging Promiſe contained in 
the Text, the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 
21th you, Theſe Words are a quickening Mo- 


tive to the Practice of the ſeveral Branches of 


Duty before enjoined ; for perhaps, as nothing 
5 18 
As xxvi. 18. 1 
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is more diſcouraging to a Believer i in any Par- 


ſuit, than divine Deſertion ; fo, nothing is more 
exciting, than an Aſſurance of the divine Pre- 


ſence. This the Apoſtle ſeems ſenſible of, and 


therefore declares, (and God has not with- 
drawn, or diſowned the Declaration) that the 
God of Love and Peace ſhould be with them ; 
directing them in all the Labyrinths, and Per- 
plexities with which they might be entangled, 
comforting them under all their Tribulations, 


Oppoſitions, and Perſecutions, ſupporting them 


under Temptations from Men or Devils, and 


Jupplying them with all neceſſary Grace, as an 


Earneſt of crowning them, in the beſt Seaſon, 
with immortal Glory. 


The A PPLI CAT TO N. 


1. From the foregoing Subject, we may in- 
fer, that the Miniſters of Chriſt retain an af- 
fectionate Concern for the Proſperity and 
Welfare of their Converts, though at a Di- 


| Nance from them. The Apoſtle Paul, at the 


Time when He wrote this Epiſtle, is ſup- 
poſed to have been at Philippi, a City of 
Macedonia, yet his Heart was frequently at 
Corinth ; ſuch was his Attachment to them, 


whom God had given him as Seals to his 


Miniſtry. Diſtance cannot diſſolve the mu- 
tual Regard between the Inſtrument of Con- 


verſion, and the Converted; the Ties and At- 


tachments 25s ariſing from Religion, are more 
cloſe 
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cloſe and durable (I imagine) than thoſe, which 
ſpring from natural Affection, or any Obliga- 
tions of a civil Kind ; for the Apoſtle bears 
his Galatian Converts Record, that if it had 
been poſſible, they would have plucked out their 
own Eyes, and have given them to him *, and 
the Apoſtles Affection to his Galatian and Co- 
rinthian Brethren, &c. was manifeſted in his 
Attention to their Circumſtances, Concern for 
their Welfare, and diſpatching Meſſages and 
Advices, ſuited to their reſpective Conditions, 
whether proſperous or adverſe, bright or 
gloomy. Methinks we may infer too, from 
the Circumſtances of the Gor:nthian Church, 
as implied in our Text. 

2dly, That Converts to Chriſt Jeſus, may 
meet with many Diſcouragements and Dit- 
ficulties, before they arrive at a Meetneſs for 
Heaven. Storms and Tempeſts frequently at- 
tend them, who are failing to the celeſtial 
Haven, Believers are not vſ/ually made per- 
fect, till after they have ſuffered awhile ©, they 
have therefore need of Patience; that after 
they have done the Will of God, they might re- 
cerve the Promiſe ', Though young Converts 
are apt to imagine, could they but conquer this 
particular Luſt, or obtain the Removal of that 
particular Temptation, their Difficulties and 
Trials would be at an End; yet they plainly 
diſcover at Length, that one Evil removes, as 
if only to make Way for another; and they 
only 


i Gal. iv. 15. K 1 Pet. v. 10. i Heb. x. 36. 
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only ſhift their Trials, for {till ſufficient to the 
Day is the Evil thereof m. As the Hfraelites 
upon their quitting Agypt, had the Hardſhips 
and Toils, and Oppoſitions of the Wilderneſs 
to encounter, before they arrived at Canaan ; 
in the like Manner they, who are delivered 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan, and 
have once girt on the Chriſtian Armour, muſt 
travel in a military Poſture, contending with a 
Succeſſion of Difficulties, till by the Order of 
the great Captain of our Salvation, Death 
ſounds a defirable and everlaſting Retreat ; 
for there's no other Diſcharge for a Chriſtian 
Soldier. Sin and Satan will diſturb, and 
diſtreſs, where they can't deſtroy, as the O- 
rinthian Converts diſcovered, and experienced, 
and PAUL expected, and therefore ſent them 
the Exhortations in our Text, and kindly 
prepared the ſupporting and reviving Cordial 
at the Cloſe of it; viz. the God of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with you. But this Subject may 
be further applied oo 


2dly, By Way of Enquiry. And as I ap- 
prehend the Deceaſed had an Eye to the Feuds 
and unhappy Diviſions reigning in this Town, 
when he fixed on the Words firſt read, 
the following Enquiries will be adapted to 
his Intentions. And as there's a melancholy 
Reſemblance, between the Corinthian Circum- 
ſtances, and yours, let each of us, ſolemnly 
7 propoſe 
m Matth. vi. 34. 
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_ propoſe the following Queſtion, to his own 
Soul, VIZ. 
1. How far have I been acceſſory to the Di- 
ſtractions, Diſtreſſes, and Diviſions of the pre- 
ſent Day? Inſtead of turning the Edge of our 
Cenſure againſt others, let us reflect with the 
utmoſt Severity upon ourſelves. Can't we read, 
in our own Conduct, the Cauſe of the com- 
mon Calamity? Oh my Soul! may each ſay, 
has not y Lukewarmneſs and Indifference 
to God, to the Redeemer, to his Ordinances, 
to his Saints; Oh my Soul! has not 2% Care- 
leſſneſs, both as to Faith and Practice, in Re- 
lation to God and Man; has not % Barren- 
neſs, though enjoying the Means of Grace and 
Growth, together with Fhine heinous, and un- 
grateful Backſlidings, paved the Way to pre- 
ſent Afflictions? Oh my Soul! has not Hine 
Unbelief and Diſtruſt, ine Omiſſion or life- 
leſs Performance of Duties, together with 
thine unguarded Behaviour, helped to bring on 
theſe diſtracting Evils? What, my Soul! will 
a jealous God ſuffer thine Idolatry, thy Carna- 
lity, thine Hypocriſy, Pride, Ingratitude, and 
Selfiſhneſs, to paſs unchaſtized ? May not God 
juſtly viſit for theſe Things? After ſuch ſerious 
= Expoſtulations with our own Souls, may we 
not upon full and clear Conviction, confeſs 
ingenuouſly with To/eph's Brethren, that we 
are verily guilty” ? This Head ſhall be cloſed 
| D with 


8 
SS 
oh 
FM 
; 48 
* bt * 
r 
5 
ID, 
* 4 4 
A 1 


75 Ger, xlii. 21. a 


11 1 
inne 


18 A Pla for Peace, and Truth, 


with an Alluſion to our Saviour's Words, » He 
that 1s without Sin, let him caſt the frft Stone. 
Another ſeafonable Head of Enquiry may 
be, 

24h, How are theſe deſolating Evils com- 
plained of, to be redreſſed? May we not take 
up the Prophet” s mournful Notes, ? by «whom 
SPall Jacob ariſe ? for he is ſmall ; 7 am, Bre- 
thren, jealous over you, and I hope with a God- 
ly Fealouſy ; ; I am afraid real vital Religion is 
at a very low Ebb, with many of you, who 
are Heads of Families; and how lender is 


the Hope, that the riſing Generation will 


improve, and exceed their Anceſtors, in true 
Godlineſs, when thoſe who ſhould form their 
tender Minds, are ſo much unacquainted with 
real Religion themſelves ; as to ſpend their 
Time, and waſte their Spirits, in religious 
Diſputes, and unprofitable Wrangling. 
Is it not every one's Duty to exert himſelf 
in the beſt Manner he poſſibly can, to extin- 
guiſh the Fire of Contention now flaming ? 
Are any of us unmoved with the deplora- 
ble Circumſtances of Religion in this Place, 
let them read, and read with cloſe Attention, 
and perſonal Application, the following aw- 
ful Denunciation; Wo to them that are at 
Eaſe in Zion, &c. that lie upon Beds of Toory, 
and ſtretch themſelves upon their Couches, and 


eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the Callies 
out of the midſt of the Stall; that chant to the 


Sound 


o John viii. 7. | P Amos vii. 2. 
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Sound of the Viol, and invent to themſelves In- 


” Ffruments of Muſick, like David; that drink 


Wine in Brwls, and anoint themſelves with the 
chief Ointments, but they are not grieved for the 
Aflictions of Foſeph :. Well, thus you ice the 
Woe which attends the unaffected, and you 
may next view the Doom of the inactive, or 
thoſe who attempt nothing towards ſerving 
the Cauſe, and Intereſt of God, * Curſe ye, 
Meroz, ( ſaid the Angel of the Lord) curſe 


ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof; but why are 


they to be curſed bitterly ? You are preſent- 
ly told, *twas becauſe they came not to the 
Help of the Lord, to the Help of the Lord 
againſt the Mighty, Muſt the Cauſe of 
God, the Cauſe of real Religion, lie panting, 


bleeding, dying among(t you, none. lamenting 


it's wretched State, none appearing for it's Re- 
lief and Aſſiſtance? If there's any that can 
look with indifferent Eyes, upon the Circum- 
ſtances of Religion, amongſt you, I know 
who cannot; and I'll take this Opportunity, 
to declare freely, and folemnly, that the Di- 
ſtractions of Ningwood, ſince my Departure 
from it, have ſo conſtantly, and deeply afflict- 
ed my Soul, that I have frequently expected 
to be ſwallowed up of over much Sorrow. 
Brethren, I heartily wiſh for your Harmony, 
and Proſperity in the beſt things, and ſhould 
rejoice could I be the happy Inſtrument of di- 
recting to both. But how defirable ſoever 


D 2 Peace 
4 . Vie 1, 4» 3. 6. r Fuders v. 23. 
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Peace and Concord may be, I deſpair of ſee- 


ing it reſtored, till Love unfeigned, and a Spi- 
rit of Supplication, together with mutual For- 
bearance, and mutual Confidence, is poured out 


from on high.—Again, as for the Diviſions of 


Reuben, there were great Searchings of Heart \, 
ſo let us continue our Enquiries, and let each 
of us, as in the Preſence of God, put another 
ſolemn Queſtion to our own Souls ; which is 


34ly, Am I a Mourner in Zion? Do I in 


ſecret bewail the melancholy Circumſtances of 


the Church of Chriſt in this Place? Do I 
ever ſpread the Jealouſies, Animoſities, and 
Contentions, now reigning before God, with 
an aching Heart and flowing Eyes? Are my 
generous, and public-ſpirited Tears, likely to 
be any Ways available, towards quenching the 
Fire of Contention, which threatens to con- 
ſume the Life and Power of Godlineſs amongſt 
us? Has my Heart ever trembled for the Ark, 
like good old E's? Who ſupported the Death 
of his two Sons, but could not ſurvive the 
Loſs of Captivity of the Ark ; but preſently 
gave up the Ghoſt, upon hearing that the Glo- 
ry was departed from Iſrael *? Let us now at- 
tempt the further Improvement of this Sub- 
je, by way 

3dly, Of Exhortation; and, I beſeech you, 
Brechren, that, as you value the Credit of Re- 
{1gion, yout own Profit, or "ie Intereſt of the 


rift ng 


T Tadges v. 16. t 1 Sam. iv. 18, Wc. 


"ns" mw | 


Fu } 


A Plea for Peace, and Truth. 21 
riſing Generation, you would candidly ſuffer 
the Word of Exhortation, 

J, Then let us all pay a ſacred Deference, 
to the Injunctions of our Text, and ſtudy the 
Things which make for Peace, and mutual 
Edification ; this might be urged upon you, 
who ſtood in a natural, or civil Relation to the 
Deceaſed, but I can only add now, ® That it 
7s good and pleaſant for Brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in Unity x. But as to others, who were re- 
lated to him on a religious Account ; let us all 
remember the Advice of a dying Man ; labour- 
ing to be of one Mind, and, if poſſible, to 
live in Peace. Take eſpecial Care, that there 
be not more of the Man than the Chriſtian, in 
your contentious Proceedings; For the Mrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Let us mutually check our angry Paſſions, in 
their firſt Motions, For the Beginning of 
Strife, is as when one letteth out Water, there- 


fore leave off Contention before it be meddled 


with . The Man that does you an Injury, 
calls for your Pity, more than your Fury. 
Learn to ſpeak the Truth in Love. And let 
all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away from 
you, with all Malice; and be kind one to an- 


other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 


even 


u As the Omi ſton does not affect the main Drift of the Diſc 


courſe, 1 ſhall not inſert what was recommended to the Relatives 


From the Pulpit. * P/alm exxxiii. 1, y James i. 20, 
# Prov. xvii. 14. a Epbeſ. iv. 15. F 
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even as God for Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven 


you *, To cloſe this Head, you remember that 
God was neither in the ſtormy Wind, nor the 


Convulſions of the Earthquake, nor in the de- 


vouring Fire ©; no, for God, as the Apoſtle 
acquaints us, Js a God of Love and ö 
Again, 1 


adh, Let the contentious Diſcouragements 


of the preſent State excite us to long, and pre- 
pare, for the Worlds of Harmony, Peace, and 
Love, Though our mutual Prejudices are now 
ſtrong, and our Jars frequent, yet in a few 


more Days our Duſt ſhall be lodged in the ſi- 


lent Grave, there to remain in friendly Tran- 
quillity, 'till the Judgment-Day ; when the 
Saints (how great ſoever their Diſcords here) 


will meet each other with chearful, and cor- 


dial Embraces. Oh, how pleafing, yet, alas, 
how diſtant, is the Proſpect! And becauſe di- 
ſtant; you find the Pfalmiſt crying, Ob, that I 
bad Wings like a Dove, for then I would flie 
away, and be af Reſt; I would haſlen my 
Eſcape from the windy Storm, and Tempeſt *. 
And in another Place, you meet him lament- 
ing his tumultuous Situation; Moe is me, ſays 
he, that ] ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in 
the Tents of Kedar, My Soul hath long delt 
with him that hateth Peace; I am for Peace, 
but when: I ſpeak they are for Mare. This 


18 
b Fpbe/. iv. 31. 32. e 1 Kenpo mm ih, 12. d P/alm 
lv. 6, 8. Pais XX. 5, 0; 3. 
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is attended with various Difficulties, and Diſ- 
t = couragements; Wherefore, ſeeing we are en- 
* compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, let us lay afide every Weight, and the 
Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run 
with Patience, and Expedition, the Race that 
is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith ; who, for the Toy 
that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, de- 
ſpifing the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right 
Hand of the Throne of God; for, conſider him 
that endured ſuch Contradifton of Sinners a- 
gainſt himſelf, left ye be weary and faint im your 

Minds f. Moreover, 
zaly, Let us all pray for the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of Jeruſalem. This Duty is clearly re- 
commended, and ſtrongly enforced by the Ex- 
ample and Advice of the Pſalmiſt, * Pray for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that 
love thee; Peace be within thy Walls, and Pro- 
ſperity within thy Palaces, For my Brethren 
and Companions Sakes, I will now ſay, Peace be 
within thee, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
our God, I will ſee thy Good, It the preſent 
Troubles of the Church ſuitably affect us, they 
will be ſeriouſly ſpread before God in our daily 
Addrefles; though private Caſes may eſcape 
our Memory, the Circumſtances of the Church 
will not be forgotten, as may be inferred from 
the Pſalmiſt's Declaration; h VI forget thee, 
— 


f - Rob. 211. 3; 2, 3. 5 P/aln exxii. 6, 7, Ee. 
b P/aln exxxvii. 3, 6. 
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h Jeruſalem, let my Right Hand forget her 


Cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let my 


Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth ; 5 


prefer not Feruſalem above my chief Joy. Was 


there more wreſtling with God, there would 
be leſs Contention with Man. I am unwilling 
to conclude, till I have hinted a few Words 
by Way 

4thly, Of Conſolation, which are directed 
to them, who in ſecret lament the unhappy 
Diſtractions, Animoſities, and Declenſions vi- 
ſible amongſt you. Such are ready to cry out, 


Ob that the Salvation of Iſrael were come out 


of Zion *; well, in Anſwer to their Requeſts 
and Tears, the Time will come, Yhen the 
Lord will bring back the Captivity of his Peo- 
ple, and then Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Iſrael 
ſhall be glad; for though many are the Devices 
in a Mar 8 Heart, the Counſel of the Lord that 
fall fland *., And when the Time to favour 
her, yea the ſet Time is come, then will the Lord 
ariſe and have Mercy upon Zion . Remember 


too, for your Encouragement, that Chrift 7s 
Head over all Things to the Church em: J. he 


Stars are in his Right Hand , he directs them 


at Pleaſure, and ſupplies them at Diſcretion, 


for when he aſcended up on High, he not only 


led Captivity Captive, but gave Gifts unto Men. 
And he gave ſome Paſtors and Teachers for the 


perfecting of the Saints, 1 the Work of 


the 


i Pfalm xiv. 7, k Prov. xix. 21, 1 P/al. cii. 13. 
m Fpheſ. i. 22. n Rev. ii. 1. | 
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the Miniſtry, for the edifying the Body of 
Chriſt . Vou may be unable to point out the 
Means of concluding Zion's Afflictions, but do 
not deſpair of it's Relief, for the Earth helped. 
the Woman v. Though your Lamentations for 


Zion may be unobſerved by Mortals, yet God 


will treaſure up your Tears, and kindly di- 
ſtinguiſh you in a Day of Tryal, for God gave 
particular Charge, That a Mark ſbould be ſet on 


The Foreheads of the Men that fighed and cried 


or all the Abominations of Jeruſalem 2. How 
dark and gloomy ſoever the preſent Face of 
Things may appear, it is Chriſt's Buſineſs and 
Concern, To appoint to them that mourn in 
Zion, to give them Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of 
Foy for Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe 
for the Spirit of Heavineſs*, For though 
Weeping may endure for Night, Joy cometh in 
the Morning ©; and perhaps when little ex- 
pected ; For Zion ſaid, the Lord hath forſaken 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. But 
though Faith may be weak, God's Love is 


ſtrong ; therefore it is added, Can a Woman 


forget her ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? Yea, 
they may forget, yet will not I forget thee. Be- 
hold, I have graven thee upon the Palms of my 
Hands, thy Walls are continually before me *. 
Having thus ſhewn you that the Conſolations 


E '- 8; 
o Fphe/. iv. 8, 11, 12. Pp Rental xii. 16. 4 Exzek, 


ix. 4. r {/aiah lxi. 3. ſ P/al. xxx. 5. t ſſaiah 
xlix. 14, 15, 16, | by 
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of God are neither few or ſmall, it remains 


that I diſmiſs you with the Words of the Apo- 


ſtle, Finally, Brethren, whatſoever Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, hat- 
foever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are. 
pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever. 
Things are of good report; if there be any Vir- 
tue, and if there be any Praiſe think on ye 
Things. Amen, | 


_ © Philip. iv. 8. 


